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New Fungus StrainIsa Time Bomb
for World s Wheat Crops (4-6)

WORLD NEWS PG. 1

Content Learning Objective
Learners will learn about rhyming

and will create a rhyming poem using

vocabulary from the story.

Before Reading
Ask learners what they think a world
without wheat would be like.

Check Comprehension

1. What is the name of the fungus? (The
name of the fungus is stem rust or
Ug99.)

2. Will Ug99 reach the United States?
(Yes, it will.)

3. What is the solution for this problem?
(Scientists must develop new types of
wheat that are immune to stem rust.)

4. For how long have farmers been

ghting stem rust? (Farmers have been
battling it for as long as they have
grown wheat.)

5. What does stem rust take from plants?
(Stem rust takes all of a plant’s water
and vitamins.)

6. Why do scientists run tests in the
deep winter at the Cereal Disease
Laboratory? (Scientists run tests in the
deep winter because the cold will kill
any spores that escape.)

Discussion Questions

1. Do you think the public is well-
informed about stem rust and the effect
it is having?

2. Are there ways we can prepare
ourselves for the worst possible
outcome?

\,

3. What foods do you eat that are made
from, or contain, wheat?

Rhyming Poetry Exercise

First de ne rhyme.

Rhyme a word agreeing with another
in terminal (ending) sound (de nition
from www.dictionary.com) Rhymes are
often used in poetry and songs.

Examples: picky, tricky; sea, she;
shake, bake; climb, sublime

To practice rhyming, ask learners to
pick 10 words from the story and come up
with a rhyme for each word. Learners can
share their rhyming words with partners
or in groups.

Now explain to the learners that they
each will create a 10-line poem using ve
words from the story. (They can either
use the words they picked or different
ones.) Ask them to decide whether or
not they want the tone of the poem to be
sad, funny, angry, or fearful. Tell them
the last line of the poem is often the most
powerful one; it is like the punch line to
a joke. Ask them to begin writing and
put the rhyming words at the ends of the
lines. For example:

Scientists try to  ght rust,
but the wheat just turns to dust.
What are we going to eat,
when there is no more wheat?

Ask learners to compose 10 lines of
a rhyming poem. They can share their
poems in groups and edit them based on
the responses.
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Read and Listen to News for You

www.newsforyouonline.com

Read and listen to each
week s front page stories.
Students can listen to the

whole story, or they can listen
sentence-by-sentence to
reinforce uency, pronunciation,
and comprehension skills.

ANSWERS LEVELS

Forty Years After Exploring the Moon,
What Next? (2-3)

Accept reasonable responses.

Sears Tower s Glass Balconies: The First
Step Is the Hardest (2-3)

Accept reasonable responses.

As the World Ages: Senior Population to
Triple by 2050 (4-6)

1.T 2.F 2001/2000 3.F, school/retirement
4. T 5. F success/strain

U.S. Promises to Save At-Risk Creatures,
Even the Ugly Ones (4-6)
1.b2.a3.e4.c5.d

Still Looking for Some Love (4-6)

1. Orangefoot pimpleback 2. Meets his
mate and raises his young on the body of
adead animal 3. Freshwater mussel 4. A
Gulf Coast chicken with a neck that looks
like a colorful tumor 5. Small salmon

that looks like a minnow and lives only in
San Francisco Bay and its delta 6. Funding
has tripled since 1998 7. Zoos in Texas are
breeding them to keep them from dying
out 8.E orts are being made in Arkansas
to help this mussel 9.0 cials cut back on
water pumping at certain times.

Oldest Known Flute Found in German
Cave (2-3)

l.e2.a3.c4.b5.d

Bloggers: The FTC Is Watching You (4-6)

1. Many people think they get unbiased
opinions from bloggers. 2. Most journalists
obey a code of ethics. 3. Bloggers decide
about moral guidelines individually.

4. Sponsors would be responsible for the
actions of paid bloggers with the new FTC
rules. 5. Accept reasonable responses,
such as | believe bloggers should not
accept freebies.

Pages of the News for You Teacher’s Guide may be photocopied for classroom use only. All other rights reserved. © New Readers Press. Published as a supplement to News for You by New Readers Press, division of ProLiteracy Worldwide, a nonprofit educational corporation, 1320 Jamesville Ave., Syracuse, NY 13210-0131. News for You is
published every week except the week of Thanksgiving, the week before Christmas, the week of Christmas, and the week after Christmas by New Readlers Press, 1320 Jamesville Ave., Syracuse, New York 13210. Classroom subscription rate is $.35 per copy. Single subscription rates: 24 weeks: $25.00; 48 weeks: $39.00. All subscriptions payable in advance.
Periodical postage paid at Syracuse, New York. Postmaster: send address changes to New Readers Press, 1320 Jamesville Ave., Syracuse, New York 13210,



News for You

Forty Years After Exploring the Moon, What Next? pg.1

The story mentions that NASA plans to create a new space vehicle. Imagine that
you work for NASA and must brainstorm ideas for the new vehicle. What would
you name it? Write the name of the new space vehicle in the box below and draw
what it would look like. Below your drawing, list any special new features or
special things the vehicle can do. Then talk about the discussion question.

Special new features/special things the space vehicle can do:

1.

2.

3.

4,

Discussion Question: What do you think NASA s goals for future space travel should be?

Sears Tower’s Glass Balconies: The First Step Is the Hardest pg. 2

Imagine that you are about to step onto a Sears Tower glass balcony. Write about this
experience in the present tense. Describe the rst step and the total experience. Use these
vocabulary words: balconies, jut, queasy, and thrills. Then talk about the discussion question.

Discussion Question: Why do you think glass balconies were installed in the Sears Tower?
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Name:

As the World Ages, Senior Population to Triple by 2050 pg. 2

Write T if the statement is true or F if it is false. If the statement is false, cross out the
incorrect word and write the correct word above it. Then talk about the discussion question.

1. The world population is nearly 6.8 billion.

4. About 13% of the U.S. population is 65 or older.

3. Members of the Red Guard generation will soon reach school age.

2. Since 2001, the world s 65-and-older population has gone up 23 percent.

5. Richard Jackson predicts that the 2020s could be an era of major economic success throughout the world.

Discussion Question: Is there any way to prepare for the era in the 2020s that Jackson is predicting?

U.S. Promises to Save At-Risk Creatures, Even the Ugly Ones pg.3

This story contains many adjectives. Scan through the story and underline at

least 10 adjectives. Then, draw a line between the adjectives and their antonyms

(opposites) below. Then talk about the discussion question.

boring
edible

1

2

3. homely
4. ashy
5.

extinct

Discussion Question: Do you agree with experts that ugly animals and boring plants are as important as ashy mammals ?

. not suitable for eating

a
b. interesting

drab

134

d. living

e. attractive

Still Looking for Some Love pg.3

Fill in the chart below with information from the story. Then talk about the discussion question.

“UGLY” American burying | 1. Attwater s prairie | Fatmucket Glassy-eyed
CREATURES | beetle chicken delta smelt
DESCRIPTION | 2. 3. 4. Mud-brown 5.
(IF ANY) mussel
FUNDING/ |6. Receives six times | 7. 8. 9.
PROTECTION more funding than
EFFORTS in 1998.

Discussion Question: Why do you think the U.S. government has a poor record of protecting ugly, lesser-known creatures ?
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Oldest Known Flute Found in German Cave rpg.3

Match the numerical information on the left with the description on the right. Then
talk about the discussion question.

1. 35,000 a. number of pieces the ute was in when it was found
2,12 b. number of ivory pieces found near the ute
3.5 ¢. number of holes in the ute

4.6 d. length of the ute in inches

5 86 e. number of years ago the ute was carved

Discussion Question: Were you surprised to nd out that humans 35,000 years ago were creating music and art? Why or
why not?

Bloggers: The FTC Is Watching You rg. 4

Use the vocabulary words to answer the questions below in complete sentences.
Then talk about the discussion question.

Sponsors ethics moral unbiased freebies
1. What kind of opinions do many people think they get from bloggers?
2. What code do most journalists obey?
3. What kind of guidelines do bloggers decide about individually?
4. Inthe new FTC rules, who would be held responsible for the actions of paid bloggers?
5. Do you think bloggers should keep free gifts?

Discussion Question: Do you think the FTC should issue the rules described? Why or why not?



