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This booklet contains the most

essential instructions for the Where

to Start Placement Guide,  an

exercise designed to help the tutor

determine an approximate initial

level for instruction in either literacy

or English as a second language. Full

instructions for the Placement Guide

are in the LITSTART tutor’s

handbook.

© 1999 Michigan Literacy, Inc.

Where to Start Ins. M1 6/21/99, 8:00 AM2

Syracuse, New York
800-448-8878
www.newreaderspress.com



   Speaking Exercise - Pages 1 and 2

Preparations for the Speaking Exercise
Before beginning, say something like “I have some pictures
for you. Let’s talk about these pictures.”

During the exercise (described on next page), there are four
things you should do:

• Nod or say “good” or “right” frequently.
• Listen carefully. You will start to get a feel for the

student’s strengths and weaknesses.
• If the student makes a minor error, don’t point it

out. Just listen.
• If the student doesn’t know an answer, supply it.

(This is not a test.) At that point, you will have
identified the ability level and begun instruction
at the same time.

The Where to Start Placement Guide has four parts:

Speaking Exercise
Letters and Sounds Exercise
Reading Exercise
Spelling Exercise

This booklet duplicates the most essential instructions for
possible use during the first tutoring session. Complete
instructions are found in the LITSTART tutor’s book.
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1. Where is the car? (Don’t point at all.)

2. Where is the dog?

Row 2: Saying simple nouns

3. What is this? (Use your pen to
point to the key.)

4. What are these? (Point to the shoes.)

5. What is this? (Point to the house.)

Row 3:

6. What is she doing? (Point to the
woman.)

7. What is he doing? (Point to the
man.)

8. What is this? (Point to the hands.)

Row 1: Understanding simple nouns

Page 1 Results
If your student answered all the questions without help, go on
to page 2 of the Where to Start.

If your student needed help, your student is at ESL Level 1.
Stop here and return to your lesson plan (LITSTART page 30).

If in doubt, go ahead and try page 2.

Saying simple verbs and phrases

Instructions for Page 1

Show your student page 1. Ask the questions below, taking
care not to give hints at first. Wait. Then if the student needs
help, supply it and continue giving help as needed.

                       Your Question                  Minimum Response

The student should
point to the object.

The student should
give the word or a
description (“lock
door”). Mimicking
the motion doesn’t
count.

The student should
say at least two
appropriate words
such as “talk
phone” or “man
call.”

Where to Start Ins. M1 6/21/99, 8:00 AM4



Instructions for Page 2

1. Ask the student what the first person is doing on page 2.
(You may wish to write down the student’s responses for
later analysis.)

2. Continue with the
remaining pictures.

Page 2 Results
There are not necessarily
any right or wrong answers.
By hearing your student’s
responses, you will start to
get an idea of your student’s
limitations and needs.

If your student omitted many words and endings (“He drink
water” or “Boy have milk”), struggled with words, had many
errors, or needed help, your student is at ESL Level 2. Try the
Letters and Sounds Exercise on the next page.

If your student used sentences that were almost correct and
often five or more words in length (“This is boy with glass
water” or “He have a glass in the hand”), your student has
enough speaking ability to profit from some literacy
instruction. Proceed to the Letters and Sounds Exercise.

If most of your student’s responses were complete and
grammatically correct (“This is a boy drinking a glass of
milk”), your student is beyond ESL 2. Proceed to the Letters
and Sounds Exercise.

(See page 39 in LITSTART for future planning guidance.)
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Letters and Sounds Exercise —
Page 3

Use this exercise for ESL 2 and beginning literacy students
only. You may wish to take notes on which letters and sounds
the student does not know.

1. Ask the student to tell you the names of the
letters. Supply help if needed.

2. If the student succeeds, ask for the sounds of
the consonants. (You may have to give an
example.)

3. If the student succeeds, ask for the long and
short sounds of the vowels.

Letters and Sounds Exercise Results

The student’s errors will show you what skills need work.
You can begin instruction during or immediately after the
exercise if you wish.

Even if the student did poorly on this exercise, proceed to the
Reading Exercise.
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  Reading Exercise Results

Reading Exercise— Pages 4, 5, and 6

Before beginning, set the student at ease by saying things like:

• “We need to figure out where to start. Would
you help me by doing a little sample reading?”

• “This is not a test. I’ll help you if you need it.”

During the reading:

• Nod or say “good” or “right” frequently.

• Listen carefully. You will start to get a feel for
the student’s strengths and weaknesses.

• If the student makes a minor error, don’t point
it out. But note that you have determined the
starting level.

• If the student gets stuck, wait a minute, then
say the word. (This is not the time for a
phonics lesson.) Note that you have
determined the starting level and you have
begun instruction simultaneously. Continue
the story, giving assistance as needed.

After each passage:

• Important: Ask what the story was about.
• If the student had any difficulty reading or

explaining the story, stop. Otherwise,
proceed to the next story.

Discuss your observations with the student (“It seems like the
first story was easy for you and that we should practice more
stories that are like this second story. What do you think?”).
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Spelling Exercise

Ask your student to write the words that you say. Emphasize
that this is not a test; it’s just practice.

• Pronounce each word clearly and use it in a sentence:
   1.  cat    My cat likes to sleep.    cat

• Repeat the word as many times as the student needs it.

• If the student gets stuck or misspells a word, help the
student correct the word immediately. You will then
have identified the level and will have begun
instruction. Continue with the next word.

• If your student made any errors, stop at the end of that
column. If your student made no errors, continue with
the next column. Either way, congratulate your student
on the correct words.

1. cat
2. ten
3. pack
4. shop
5. ring

AdvancedBeginning Intermediate

6. think
7. lunch
8. flight
9. glasses

10. stopped
11. dried
12. said
13. does
14. spoil
15. woman

16. caught
17. completed
18. picture
19. computer
20. December
21. supervisor
22. promise
23. people
24. Wednesday
25. although
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